ALCESTIS
(Pheres goes off.)
Now we, for we must bear the sorrow that is ours,
shall go, and lay her body on the burning place.                   740
Chorus
Ah, cruel the price of your daring,
0 generous one, O noble and brave,
farewell. May Hermes of the world below
and Hades welcome you. And if, even there,
the good fare best, may you have high honor                      745
and sit by the bride of Hades.
(The body is borne off, followed by Admetus, servants,
and Chorus. Thus the stage is empty. Then
enter, from the house, the servant 'who was
put in charge of Heracles.)
Servant
1 have known all sorts of foreigners who have come in
from all over the world here to Admetus' house,
and I have served them dinner, but I never yet
have had a guest as bad as this to entertain.                    -  750
In the first place, he could see the master was. in
mourning,
but inconsiderately came in anyway.
Then, he refused to understand the situation
and be content with, anything we could provide,
but when we failed to bring him something,, demanded it,   755
and took a, cup with ivy on it in both hands
and drank the wine of our dark mother, straight^ until
the flame of the wine went all through him, and heated
him,
and then he wreathed branches of myrtle on his head
and howled, off key. There were two kinds of music now     760
to hear, for while he sang and never gave a thought
to the sorrows of Admetus, we servants were mourning
our mistress; but we could not show before our guest
with our eyes wet. Admetus had forbidden that.
So now I have to entertain this guest inside,                       765
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